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PERISCOPE. 


vided it is given largely diluted and upon an empty stomach. 
In the pharmaceutists’ lists one can find granules of strychnia of 
the T J-o and of a grain each. This provides us with a prepa¬ 
ration which is often the proper dose. Individuals have stated to 
me that they could not take strychnia ; it had been tried as a 
remedy by this or that prominent physician with signal failure. I 
have asked, “ Will you try my strychnia ? ” and forthwith have 
ordered the granules above named, not only with toleration, but 
with marked benefit. For example, tympanites has been modified, 
neurasthenia benefited, nervous headache relieved, respiration in¬ 
fluenced, and the like. It is a fundamental principle, however, 
that no positive dose can be laid down as universally suitable.— 
Phila. Medical Times. 


The Comparative Value of Amyl Nitrite, Nitro-glyce- 
rine, and Nitrite of Sodium in the Treatment of Angina 
Pectoris —Dr. M. Hay relates the history of a patient, a printer, 
aged forty-two, who had for about two years been suffering from 
angina pectoris. He was given amyl nitrite, which produced 
very temporary and imperfect relief. He was then put upon 
nitrite of sodium in doses of two to five grains p. r. n. This dose 
produced no physiological effect apart from relief of the pain. 
By using alternately the sodium nitrite and the nitro-glycerine, it 
was found that the latter, though better than the amyl, did not 
give such permanent results as did the sodium. 

Dr. Hay states that nitrite of sodium is very apt to be adul¬ 
terated with the nitrate to the extent even of two thirds its bulk. 
— The Practitioner , March, 1883. 


Alcoholism and Strychnine . — M. Lecuy6, in a work 
written under the inspiration, as we are told, of Prof. Luton, of 
Rheims, claims that strychnine is a specific for alcoholism as 
mercury is for syphilis. It may be given in very large doses in 
chronic cases. He would have it put in alcoholic drinks as a 
prophylactic against inebriety ! Strychnine is no doubt of value, 
but M. Lecuye’s views are fantastical .—Revue medicale , March 
24, 1883. _ 


Wolff’s Method of Treating Writer’s Cramp and Allied 
Diseases. —Wolff has been treating patients by his method in 
Berlin. At a meeting of the Berlin Medical Society five cases 
were reported which had been successfully treated. Wolff states 
that some of his patients have now remained well for four years. 
— Berlin, klinisch. Woch., Feb. 19, 1883. 


Exophthalmic Goitre Treated by Injections of Duboi¬ 
sine. —Desnes has treated three cases of exophthalmic goitre with 
subcutaneous injections of neutral sulphate of duboisine. The 
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